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Community Update and Elmwood Tidbits:
School safety has been on the minds of many since the latest school shooting in Florida. First, our thoughts go
out to this community, and all communities that have been involved in these horrible acts. With this in mind, I
want to stress what we are doing here at Elmwood to keep your children as safe as we possibly can.
1. The school safety committee for the district met last week and we discussed all things safety. This group
meets multiple times per year to keep us current on school safety. At the latest meeting, we discussed
items from simple things we can do to enhance our safety now to “big ticket” items that we need to look
into for the future. We are constantly reviewing our procedures and protocols to make sure we are in the
best position for school safety at any given time.
2. The Wood County Sheriff’s Department has instructed its road deputies to start making random stops at
the county schools. One goal is to get the deputies familiar with our building so that if there is a crisis
situation, they know the layout of the building. Another goal is for the kids to know the other deputies
and to realize their safety is very important. I personally welcome the extra support and am pleased with
the Sheriff’s Department’s support of our school system.
3. When a visitor stops by the office and is here to see a staff member, the staff member will be called to
come to the office to escort this person. The goal is to eliminate visitors walking around in the halls
without staff supervision. We ask everyone in the community to understand and support this. We ask
that everyone that comes to the building to immediately report to your child’s office to sign in and let the
secretary know why you are there. Our goal is to be welcoming, but at the same time, we want to keep
our environment as safe as possible.
4. We are going to adjust the time that the entrances are unlocked during arrival and dismissal. They will
only be unlocked for the shortest time possible. We are asking parents to not have students arrive on
campus until after 7:15 AM so that students are not left unattended and the building wide open. With
entrances more secured, students who arrive before this may have difficulty entering the building.
5. As a district, we still have two more safety drills to run this year with students. Our goal is to familiarize
them with the process, just like we do for fire drills.
6. Finally, we have asked Deputy Thompson, our School Resource Officer, to meet with every grade level
from 5th through 12th to explain to the kids what choices they have in a school crisis. Basically,
reviewing the RUN-HIDE-FIGHT (ALICE) process to the kids. In addition, we are asking teachers to
have the same conversations with students. In the lower grades, teachers should have conversations that
are appropriate for their age level. As parents, you can reinforce these concepts with your own children.
Stress to them how to be safe at school, but also in any situation that they may come across.
I want to end with a huge thank you for everything you do for our students educationally, and also what you do
when it comes to school safety. If you ever have questions or ideas, please share them with me. School safety is
a conversation that never ends for us.

Calendar Change: Originally, Tuesday, April 3rd was scheduled as the last day
off for spring break. This has been changed to a school day with students and
staff in session to make up a calamity day that was lost due to weather. Spring
Break as of now goes from Thursday, March 29th until Monday, April 2nd. If we
miss any more days, we will look at the first day of spring break as our next
available make up day.

The Northwestern Water and Sewer District (The District) presented three
Elmwood Middle School teachers with $500 grants in an effort to
increase educational awareness of the importance of water and the
environment.
Seventh grade middle school teacher, Katie Smith, received a $500 grant
for a third year. She will use her funds to teach students about the
characteristics of healthy water and how to test criteria using Vernier
science probes.
A second $500 grant was presented to fifth grade science teacher Becky Peery. Ms. Peery will use the grant to
purchase Lego’s to build a robot to test water temperature mixtures. Once the data is collected, students will
research how adjusting temperatures affect the water’s ecosystem.
Alyssa Reynolds, an eighth grade teacher, was presented with the third $500 WATER grant at Elmwood. Ms.
Reynolds and her students will use the funding to demonstrate how land features can be created and destroyed
through water’s forces of weathering, erosion and deposition. It will also demonstrate how and what farmers are
doing to reduce run-off and soil erosion.
The District introduced the WATER (Water And Environment Teacher Education Resources) grant program in
December 2014, to give back to the schools and communities. The program’s goals are to introduce water and
sewer issues to classrooms, support teachers with related resources, and share water and sewer experiences with
students through field trips and presentations by The District. (Article courtesy of a press release from The
District)

Congratulations to our High School Cheerleaders and their 3rd place finish at the
State competition.

The Elmwood Local Schools 2018-2019 School Year Calendar has been approved. You will notice first night
has been moved and we are switching to a full week off for spring break next year. Here is the calendar:

Upcoming Events:
Monday, March 12th Elmwood Board of Education Meeting at 6 PM in the MS Media Center
Tuesday, March 13th HS Winter Sports Awards at 7 PM in the auditeria
Wednesday, March 14th Required parent meeting for any student playing spring sport at 6:30 PM in auditeria
Friday, March 16th HS drama production of “The Addams Family” at 7 PM in the CC auditorium
Saturday, March 17th HS drama production of “The Addams Family” at 7 PM in the CC auditorium
Sunday, March 18th HS drama production of “The Addams Family” at 3 PM in the CC auditorium
Wednesday, March 21st Statewide Tornado drill at 9:50 AM
Wednesday, March 21st Preschool Information Night at 5 PM in auditeria
Thursday, March 22nd MS band concert at 7 PM in the CC auditorium
March 29 – April 2nd, Spring Break NO School
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