
Regular Meeting – Monday, March 11, 2024 / 5:30 p.m.
Elmwood Schools Auditeria 

Bloomdale, Ohio 44817

ELMWOOD LOCAL SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION

                 Board minutes are not official until approved at the April 2024 Board of Education meeting.  
   Roll: Time  5:30 pm 

Mr. Arnold Present  
Mr. Heiser Present 
Mr. Lee Present 
Mr. Pennington Present 
Mrs. Simon Present 
 

   Call to Order
Meeting called to order

    Pledge of Allegiance

             48-24 

    Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting:
   Regular Meeting, February 12, 2024

                          Motion by Mr. Lee     Seconded by Mrs. Simon 

                          Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes  
                          Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes                                                         

    Adjustment of Proposed Agenda for Tonight’s Meeting
Superintendent Borton made any changes to the agenda at this time.

 
 Superintendent’s Recognition and Updates

 Student of the Month
 Public Calendar Hearing

             
              Hearing of the Public

 Public meeting on the issue of the re-employment of Kyle Reiser during 
his STRS service retirement.

 No requests for public participation. 

*As a reminder, from this point on, the remainder of the meeting will be audiotaped.

 TREASURER’S REPORTS

Financial

           49-24

It is recommended that the financial statements for the month of February be approved as 
presented by the Treasurer.

Motion by Mr. Lee        Seconded by Mr. Arnold 

Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon
Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes       
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          50-24 
It is recommended to adopt the resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined 
by the budget commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to 
the county auditor. (Exhibit A)

                          Motion by Mrs. Simon       Seconded by Mr. Lee 

                          Mr. Lee   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   
                          Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   

          51-24     
It is recommended to approve the Wayne Public Library Annual Appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2023 (Exhibit B)

Motion by Mr. Lee   Seconded by Mr. Heiser 

Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes 
Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   

52-24  
It is recommended to approve the Athletic Official Fund ($ 7,522.00) through DragonFly          
for the spring sports season per Board Policy No. 6620 in the care of Kevin Wolfe, 
Athletic Director.

Motion by Mrs. Simon   Seconded by Mr. Arnold   

Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mrs. Simon    Yes 
Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   

          53-24 
It is recommended to approve the following supplemental appropriations:

499 Ohio Attorney General
School Safety

Increase $ 30,000.00

516 IDEA B Speical Education Decrease $ 3,660.39
587 IDEA Early Child Spec. Ed Increase $ 5.01

Motion by Mrs. Simon Seconded by Mr. Heiser 

Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   
Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   

SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS & REPORTS

          54-24 

Consent Agenda

a) It is recommended that the Wood County Substitute Teacher & Aide List additions and 
deletions for the past month and all subsequent revisions be approved for the 2023-2024 
school year.
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          54-24 continued 

b) It is recommended that the following donation be accepted:

Donator Recipient Amount
St Paul Lutheran Church – Food Pantry & $500.00 each

Women’s Group Student Lunch Accounts ($1,000.00 total)

c) It is recommended to accept the revised 2024-2025 school calendar with the addition of HS 
ACT testing date, Graduation date and Kindergarten screening dates. (Exhibit C)

d) It is recommended that the 2025-2026 school calendar be approved. (Exhibit D)

e) It is recommended that participation in the Interdistrict Open Enrollment Policy be 
continued for the 2024-2025 school year. (no changes)

f) It is recommended that Board Policy #7540 – Acceptable Use, E-Mail, & Internet Safety 
Policy for students and staff, be approved for the 2024-2025 school year. (Only minor 
changes - the full document can be viewed upon request) (Exhibit E)

g) It is recommended that the following resignations/retirements be accepted.

Kevin Wietrzykowski – HS Musical Director – effective February 14, 2024 
John Dell – Asst. Transportation Supervisor – effective February 27, 2024 
Sonja Brand – HS Teacher – retirement effective March 31, 2024
Bruce King – Bus Driver – retirement effective March 31, 2024

h) It is recommended that the contract between Wood County Hospital Rehabilitation 
Services and Elmwood Local School District for Athletic Trainer Services be approved 
for the period of June 3, 2024 to July 26, 2024, for up to 20 hours/week at $25/hour. 
(This service is fully grant funded) (Exhibit F)

Motion by Mr. Arnold    Seconded by Mr. Lee 

Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   
Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   

Action Agenda

          55-24
It is recommended to rescind the retirement resignation of Beth Rutter (which was to be 
effective 3-1-2024), that the Board approved at their February 12, 2024 Board Meeting. 
With passage of this resolution, she will remain employed with her original seniority date 
and pay status.

Motion by Mrs. Simon    Seconded by Mr. Lee 

Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   
Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   
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          56-24 
It is recommended to hire Leah Bame as the nurse for 5th grade camp at a cost of $200 
per day (3 days) and camp fee.

Motion by Mr. Lee Seconded by Mr. Heiser 

Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   
Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes  

          57-24
It is recommended to approve the Agreement between GCL Education Services, LLC and 
the Elmwood Local School District for the Leap Program for the 2023-2024 school year. 
(Exhibit G)

Motion by Mr. Lee   Seconded by Mr. Heiser 

Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes  
Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   

          58-24
     It is recommended that the following expenditures be approved:

Company Purpose Amount_
NWOSS Camera server upgrade (77% paid by Safety Grant) $39,178.39

Lake Erie Electric 
of Toledo, Inc.

IDF fiber upgrade (70% paid by E-Rate) $19,207.00

Motion by Mrs. Simon  Seconded by Mr. Lee 

Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   
Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   

          59-24 
It is recommended that the following individuals be hired as substitutes as indicated on an 
as needed basis for the 2023-2024 school year, pending BCII/FBI and licensure if 
applicable.

BUS DRIVER
Anna Gudakunst 
John Nelson

Motion by Mr. Arnold    Seconded by Mr. Lee 

Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   
Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   
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          60-24
It is recommended that the following supplemental positions be approved for the 2023- 
2024 school year.

High School
Name Position Salary
Nancy Ice Musical Director (1/2 remaining partial contract) Step 0
Christine Kalakewich Musical Director (1/2 remaining partial contract) Step 14

Motion by Mr. Arnold   Seconded by Mr. Heiser 

Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   
Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes  

          61-24 
It is recommended that the Board authorize continued membership in the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association for the High School and Middle School for the 2024-2025 school year. 
In authorizing this, it is agreed that these schools will conduct their athletic programs in 
accordance with the constitution, bylaws, regulations, interpretations, and decisions of the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association. There is a membership fee of $50 per sport. 
(Elmwood has 14 sports)

Motion by Mrs. Simon    Seconded by Mr. Lee 

Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   
Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   

          62-24
WHEREAS, Laura Nungester is employed by the Elmwood Local School District Board of 
Education as a custodian;

WHEREAS, Superintendent Borton has recommended that this Board terminate Ms. 
Nungester’s employment due to the expiration of her paid sick leave; her failure to return to 
duty after her sick leave; and her absence without leave;

WHEREAS, prior to making the aforementioned recommendation, Superintendent Borton 
afforded Ms. Nungester the opportunity to respond to the charges;

WHEREAS, this Board agrees with Superintendent Borton’s recommendation to terminate 
Ms. Nungester’s employment;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to Article 38 of the collective 
bargaining agreement between the Board and the Ohio Association of Public School 
Employees Local No. 482 and O.R.C. 3319.081, that the Elmwood Local School District 
Board of Education terminates Ms. Nungester’s employment, effective immediately;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Elmwood Local School District Board of 
Education directs the Treasurer to provide Ms. Nungester with written notice of this action.

Motion by Mr. Lee   Seconded by Mr. Arnold   

Mrs. Simon   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   Mr. Heiser    Yes  
Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mr. Pennington   Yes   
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    Building Reports

High School
I had the opportunity to present to Penta Principals at our recent meeting on our “We Are 
ELMWOOD” culture program.
Juniors attended the Wood County Career Premiere on Wednesday, March 6th.
The musical "Honk" will be performed on March 15th, 16th, and 17th.
The end of the 3rd nine weeks is Friday, March 22nd.
Prom will take place on Saturday, April 6th.
The FFA Banquet and Recognition Ceremony is on Saturday, April 13th.

Middle School
Air tests start in a little over a month and the below dates have been communicated to 
Parents and Guardians:

o April 10 and 11th- 5th grade language arts tests
o April 17 and 18th- grades 6, 7, and 8 language arts tests (5th grade at camp)
o April 24 and 25th- grades 5 and 8 only science tests
o May 1 and 2nd- grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 Math tests

The quiz bowl tournaments took place here at EMS this past week. The 7/8 grade team, 
under the guidance of Katie Smith, made it to the semifinals. The 5/6 grade team, under the 
guidance of Sandy Laborie, made it to the championship and ended up runners up.
The 5th grade wax museum took place Friday March 1st, and again, was a big hit that was 
well attended by the public. All of the students are to be commended for doing a great job!
EMS student council, led by Betsy Bringman and Natalie Genson hosted the middle school 
dance successfully Friday February 23rd. Fun was had by all and the students were well 
behaved.
Track practices have started

Elementary
High school students met with their elementary home room buddies on February 28th.
The end of the third quarter is March 22nd.
PTO Royal Citizens for March are: Gavin Lafontaine, Carter Beltz, Jaymie Walter, Maddie 
Hoffman, Finley Lee, Jaxon Smith, Tyler Amborski, Cooper Strausbaugh, Eloise Tahy, 
Michael Laird, Landon Drake, Heaven Pierce, Easton Robertson, Ryder Harmon, Layla 
McLaughlin, Tiffany Miller, Emalyn Soto, Olivia Mills, Cole Engard, Dominic Caldwell, 
Colton Woolley.

      Legislative Update 
      
      Committee Reports
      
      Board Member Comments

o The next Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 8, 2024 at 5:30 pm in the 
Elmwood Schools Auditeria 

   
       63-24

       Executive Session: Time 5:52 pm 
       Superintendent Borton requested that the Board go into Executive Session to 
       consider the appointment and employment of a public employee and to prepare for
       negotiations.

Motion by Mrs. Simon Seconded by Mr. Heiser

Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes   
Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Arnold   Yes

        

       Return from Executive Session: Time  7:34 pm
        President Pennington certified that the Board did discuss the above aforementioned    

                                 executive items.
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        64-24 
              Adjournment – Time 7:34 pm 

Motion by Mrs. Simon                      Seconded by Mr. Arnold 

Mr. Pennington   Yes   Mr. Heiser   Yes   Mr. Lee   Yes   
             Mr. Arnold   Yes   Mrs. Simon   Yes     
    

______________________________  ______________________________
     Jenalee Niese, Treasurer Jeremie Pennington, Board President       
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Seconded byb
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