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Elmwood MS/HS Receives National 
Recognition for Commitment to Empowering 
Students 
Named a distinguished school for STEM and career learning 
program 

 
Bloomdale, OH – Elmwood Local Schools announced today that it has been recognized as a 
2021-22 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Distinguished School. It is one of just 191 high 
schools and one of 134 middle schools across the U.S. to receive this honor for providing broad 
access to transformative learning experiences for students through PLTW Engineering.  Project 
Lead the Way is a nonprofit organization that serves millions of PreK-12 students and 
teachers in over 12,200 schools across the U.S.  
 
PLTW Engineering empowers high school and middle school students to step into the role of an 
engineer and adopt a problem-solving mindset. Students engage in collaborative, real-life 
activities like working with a client to design a home, programming electronic devices or robotic 
arms, and exploring algae as a biofuel source.  Elmwood Local Schools started implementing 
the PLTW curriculum in the middle school in 2010 and in the high school in 2011.  All the 
middle school and high school courses are taught by Mr. Eric Poffenbaugh.  Since 2013 the 
Elmwood Engineering program has sent multiple students onto college all across the country in 
the field of engineering.  This years graduating class has 5 members committed to various 
schools in Engineering fields: Tyler Shaffer will be going to the University of Cincinnati and 
majoring in mechanical engineering, Casey Frank will be going to Ohio University and majoring 
in mechanical engineering, Will Sorensen is going to Jacksonville University in Florida and 
majoring in mechanical engineering, Colton Ickes is attending Owens Community College and 
then transferring to the University of Toledo and majoring in civil engineering, and Devan Lloyd 
will be attending the University of Toledo and majoring in mechanical engineering.       
 
Elmwood Middle School is one of 27 schools in Ohio to earn the recognition.  This is the 4th year 
in a row that Elmwood has earned the National recognition for their Gateway to Technology 
Program that they offer in grades 6-8.  Students receive courses on Energy and the 
Environment, Design and Modeling, Magic of Electrons, and Automation and Robotics. 
 
This is the second year in a row that Elmwood High School has earned the National Recognition 
for their Engineering Program.  They are one of just 26 schools in the state of Ohio to receive 
this honor.  Students in the high school Engineering Program take course on Introduction to 
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Engineering, Principles of Engineering, Civil Engineering and Architecture and Engineering 
Design and Development. 
 
“We are honored to recognize Elmwood Middle and High Schools for their unwavering 
commitment to provide students with an excellent educational experience despite the last two 
years having been some of the most challenging in recent history for students and educators 
across the U.S. due to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Dr. David Dimmett, Interim President and 
CEO of PLTW. “Elmwood Local Schools should be very proud of their achievements in unlocking 
their students’ potential and equipping them with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive 
in life beyond the classroom no matter what career path they choose.” 
 


